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February 27, 2025

Program Manager, LCI

Atlanta Regional Commission

229 Peachtree Street NE, Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30030

Re: Letter of Support for Kensington LCI

Dear Ms. Blaszyk,

I am pleased to submit this letter of support for DeKalb County's application for the Kensington
Supplemental Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) project. This project is located in unincorporated
DeKalb County, bordered by [-285 to the east, Kensington and Porter Roads to the southeast,
Covington Highway to Kensington Road to the southwest, Clarendon Avenue to the east, and
Old Rockbridge Road to the north.

The goal of the proposed project is to advance the 2003 Kensington LCI. Following the adoption
of MARTA’s Kensington Station Master Plan and a partial update to the 2012 Kensington
Supplemental LCI Plan, DeKalb County is applying for ARC LCI funding to support a full update
of the 2003 Kensington LCI and the implementation of its recommendations.

The project will focus on selecting an architectural firm to create a conceptual Master Plan
Design, as recommended in the current LCI. This study will cover approximately 870 acres in
unincorporated DeKalb County. The selected firm will design an efficient plan that maximizes
land use and generates the highest return on investment for DeKalb County, MARTA, private
partners, and other stakeholders.

The application allows for a maximum funding allocation of 80% of the LCI study budget, with
a required 20% match from the County. DeKalb County is committed to providing the necessary
matching funds.

We are excited to continue building momentum in the Kensington area and further implement
the goals of the Kensington LCIL. If you have any questions or need additional information, please
don’t hesitate to contact my office at 404-371-2881.

[
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Aine Cochran-Johnson
f Executive Officer
DeKalb County Government

Manucl Maloof Building | 1300 Commerce Drive | Decatur, GA 30030 | P: 404.371.2881
www.dekalbcountyga.gov
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DeKalb County
Board of Commissioners

February 19, 2025
Lauren Blaszyk, AICP
Atlanta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree ST NE, Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30303

RE: Letter of Support for Kensington LCI Grant
Mountain Drive
Kensington LCI

Dear Ms. Blaszyk,

We are pleased to submit a letter of support for the DeKalb County Kensington Livable Centers Initiative
application for the LCI program funded by the Atlanta Regional Commission. This LCI application aims
to obtain funding for an update of the 2003 Kensington LCI study with a focus on plan implementation.
DeKalb County aims to create a livable, walkable, and connected community surrounding the Kensington
Station through implementation of plan recommendations. This study will cover approximately 870 acres
in unincorporated DeKalb County.

The goal of the proposed project is to update and advance the 2003 Kensington LCI. This LCI is
surrounded by four major auto-oriented corridors—Kensington Road, Mountain Drive, Memorial Drive,
and Covington Highway—and is home to the Kensington MARTA Station. The high connectivity makes
this area prime for high-density, mixed-use development to act as a regional center for the area. This
update and plan implementation will better connect residents to jobs, education, and essential community
resources, while developing a stronger sense of place and identity for residents.

Following the adoption of MARTA’s Kensington Station Master Plan and a partial update to the 2012
Kensington Supplemental LCI Plan, DeKalb County is applying for ARC LCI funding to support both a
full update of the 2003 Kensington LCI and the implementation of its recommendations. The project will
focus on selecting an architectural firm to create a conceptual Master Plan Design, as recommended in the
current LCI. The selected firm will design an efficient plan that maximizes land use and generates the
highest return on investment for DeKalb County, MARTA, private partners, and other stakeholders. The
plan will include office towers, mixed-use buildings, and a live-work-play urban district, in line with the
recommendations of the Kensington LCI.

We are excited to continue building momentum in the Kensington area and further implement the goals of
the Kensington LCI.

Sincerely,

Nicole Massiah
DeKalb County
Commissioner, District 3



DeKalb County
Board of Commissioners

February 19, 2025
Lauren Blaszyk, AICP
Atlanta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree ST NE, Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30303

RE: Letter of Support for Kensington LCI Grant
Mountain Drive
Kensington LCI

Dear Ms. Blaszyk,

I am pleased to submit a letter of support for the DeKalb County Kensington Livable Centers Initiative
application for the LCI program funded by the Atlanta Regional Commission. This LCI application aims
to obtain funding for an update of the 2003 Kensington LCI study with a focus on plan implementation.
DeKalb County aims to create a livable, walkable, and connected community surrounding the Kensington
Station through implementation of plan recommendations. This study will cover approximately 870 acres
in unincorporated DeKalb County.

The goal of the proposed project is to update and advance the 2003 Kensington LCI. This LCI is surrounded
by four major auto-oriented corridors—Kensington Road, Mountain Drive, Memorial Drive, and Covington
Highway—and is home to the Kensington MARTA Station. The high connectivity makes this area prime
for high-density, mixed-use development to act as a regional center for the area. This update and plan
implementation will better connect residents to jobs, education, and essential community resources, while
developing a stronger sense of place and identity for residents.

Following the adoption of MARTA’s Kensington Station Master Plan and a partial update to the 2012
Kensington Supplemental LCI Plan, DeKalb County is applying for ARC LCI funding to support both a
full update of the 2003 Kensington LCI and the implementation of its recommendations. The project will
focus on selecting an architectural firm to create a conceptual Master Plan Design, as recommended in the
current LCI. The selected firm will design an efficient plan that maximizes land use and generates the
highest return on investment for DeKalb County, MARTA, private partners, and other stakeholders. The
plan will include office towers, mixed-use buildings, and a live-work-play urban district, in line with the
recommendations of the Kensington LCI.

We are excited to continue building momentum in the Kensington area and further implement the goals of
the Kensington LCI.

Sincerely,

Hhe—

Chakira Johnson, PE

Commissioner

DeKalb County Board of Commissioners | District 4
1300 Commerce Drive | 5th Floor | Decatur, GA 30030
| Cell: 404-371-4906 |

CHAKIRA

JOHNSON
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February 19, 2025
Lauren Blaszyk, AICP
Atlanta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree ST NE, Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30303

RE: Letter of Support for Kensington LCI Grant
Mountain Drive
Kensington LCI

Dear Ms. Blaszyk,

We are pleased to submit a letter of support for the DeKalb County Kensington Livable Centers Initiative
application for the LCI program funded by the Atlanta Regional Commission. This LCI application aims
to obtain funding for an update of the 2003 Kensington LCI study with a focus on plan implementation.
DeKalb County aims to create a livable, walkable, and connected community surrounding the Kensington
Station through implementation of plan recommendations. This study will cover approximately 870 acres
in unincorporated DeKalb County.

The goal of the proposed project is to update and advance the 2003 Kensington LCI. This LCI is
surrounded by four major auto-oriented corridors—Kensington Road, Mountain Drive, Memorial Drive,
and Covington Highway—and is home to the Kensington MARTA Station. The high connectivity makes
this area prime for high-density, mixed-use development to act as a regional center for the area. This
update and plan implementation will better connect residents to jobs, education, and essential community
resources, while developing a stronger sense of place and identity for residents.

Following the adoption of MARTA’s Kensington Station Master Plan and a partial update to the 2012
Kensington Supplemental LCI Plan, DeKalb County is applying for ARC LCI funding to support both a
full update of the 2003 Kensington LCI and the implementation of its recommendations. The project will
focus on selecting an architectural firm to create a conceptual Master Plan Design, as recommended in the
current LCI. The selected firm will design an efficient plan that maximizes land use and generates the
highest return on investment for DeKalb County, MARTA, private partners, and other stakeholders. The
plan will include office towers, mixed-use buildings, and a live-work-play urban district, in line with the
recommendations of the Kensington LCI.

We are excited to continue building momentum in the Kensington area and further implement the goals of
the Kensington LCI.

Sincerely,
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Mereda Davis Johnson
DeKalb County
Commissioner, District 5



TED3TERRY

COMMISSIONER

Super District 6
February 19, 2025

Lauren Blaszyk, AICP

Program Manager, Livable Centers Initiative
Community Development

Atlanta Regional Commission

229 Peachtree ST NE, Suite 100

Atlanta, GA 30303

RE: Letter of Support-Kensington LCl Grant, Mountain Drive, Kensington LCI
Dear Ms. Blaszyk:

As the Super District 6 Commissioner, which includes sections of Kensington Road, | am writing to express my full
support for the DeKalb County Kensington Livable Centers Initiative application for the LCl program funded by the
Atlanta Regional Commission. This LCl application aims to obtain funding for an update of the 2003 Kensington LCI
study with a focus on plan implementation. DeKalb County aims to create a livable, walkable, and connected
community surrounding the Kensington Station through implementation of plan recommendations. This study will
cover approximately 870 acres in unincorporated DeKalb County.

The goal of the proposed project is to update and advance the 2003 Kensington LCI. This LCl is surrounded by four
major auto-oriented corridors—Kensington Road, Mountain Drive, Memorial Drive, and Covington Highway—and is
home to the Kensington MARTA Station. The high connectivity makes this area prime for high-density, mixed-use
development to act as a regional center for the area. This update and plan implementation will better connect
residents to jobs, education, and essential community resources, while developing a stronger sense of place and
identity for residents.

Following the adoption of MARTA’s Kensington Station Master Plan and a partial update to the 2012 Kensington
Supplemental LCI Plan, DeKalb County is applying for ARC LCI funding to support both a full update of the 2003
Kensington LCl and the implementation of its recommendations. The project will focus on selecting an architectural
firm to create a conceptual Master Plan Design, as recommended in the current LCI. The selected firm will design an
efficient plan that maximizes land use and generates the highest return on investment for DeKalb County, MARTA,
private partners, and other stakeholders. The plan will include office towers, mixed-use buildings, and a live-work-
play urban district, in line with the recommendations of the Kensington LCI.

| am excited to continue building momentum in the Kensington area and further implement the goals of the
Kensington LCI.

Respectfully,

: ».B Co
S s U/l// g
7 W30y 0\

Edward C. “Ted” Terry, Commissioner
DeKalb County, Super District 6

Ted Terry Commissioner DeKalb County Super District 6
Manuel J. Maloof Center | 1300 Commerce Drive | Decatur, GA 30030
Phone: (404) 371-4909
Ecterry@dekalbcountyga.gov
www.CommissionerTedTerry.com
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February 19, 2025
Lauren Blaszyk, AICP

Atlanta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree ST NE, Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30303

RE: Letter of Support for Kensington LCI Grant
Mountain Drive
Kensington LCI

Dear Ms. Blaszyk,

We are pleased to submit a letter of support for the DeKalb County Kensington Livable Centers Initiative
application for the LCI program funded by the Atlanta Regional Commission. This LCI application aims
to obtain funding for an update of the 2003 Kensington LCI study with a focus on plan implementation.
DeKalb County aims to create a livable, walkable, and connected community surrounding the Kensington
Station through implementation of plan recommendations. This study will cover approximately 870 acres
in unincorporated DeKalb County.

The goal of the proposed project is to update and advance the 2003 Kensington LCI. This LCI is
surrounded by four major auto-oriented corridors—Kensington Road, Mountain Drive, Memorial Drive,
and Covington Highway—and is home to the Kensington MARTA Station. The high connectivity makes
this area prime for high-density, mixed-use development to act as a regional center for the area. This
update and plan implementation will better connect residents to jobs, education, and essential community
resources, while developing a stronger sense of place and identity for residents.

Following the adoption of MARTA’s Kensington Station Master Plan and a partial update to the 2012
Kensington Supplemental LCI Plan, DeKalb County is applying for ARC LCI funding to support both a
full update of the 2003 Kensington LCI and the implementation of its recommendations. The project will
focus on selecting an architectural firm to create a conceptual Master Plan Design, as recommended in the
current LCI. The selected firm will design an efficient plan that maximizes land use and generates the
highest return on investment for DeKalb County, MARTA, private partners, and other stakeholders. The
plan will include office towers, mixed-use buildings, and a live-work-play urban district, in line with the
recommendations of the Kensington LCI.

We are excited to continue building momentum in the Kensington area and further implement the goals of
the Kensington LCI.

Sincerely,

P N4
LaDena Bolton

DeKalb County
Commissioner, District 7



Decide DeKalb

Development Authority

February 11, 2025

Lauren Blaszyk

Program Manager, LCI

Atlanta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree Street, Suite 100
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

RE: Letter of Support for Kensington LCI
Mountain Drive
Kensington LCI

Dear Ms. Blaszyk —

| am pleased to submit this letter of support for DeKalb County’s application for the Kensington
Supplemental Livable Centers Initiative (LCl) project, located in unincorporated DeKalb County. This
initiative aims to update and implement the recommendations of the 2003 Kensington LCl, building
upon MARTA’s Kensington Station Master Plan and a partial update to the 2012 LCI Plan.

At Decide DeKalb Development Authority, we are dedicated to fostering economic growth, job
creation, and business development within DeKalb County. The Kensington LCl project directly
aligns with our mission by creating vibrant, mixed-use, walkable spaces that will attract investment,
support local businesses, and enhance transportation access. This initiative promises to be a catalyst
for revitalizing the areaq, stimulating commercial activity, and improving overall economic
sustainability in the region.

We strongly support DeKalb County Government’s grant request for the Kensington LCI and look
forward to the positive economic impact it will have on our community.

Sincerely,

L otbon

Dorian R. DeBarr
President
Decide DeKalb Development Authority

D Decide DeKalb Development Authority 404.687.2730
. One West Court Square, Suite 460, Decatur, Georgia 30030 decidedekalb.com
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2424 Piedmont Rd. N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30324-3330
404-848-5000

February 25, 2025

Lauren Blaszyk, AICP

Atlanta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree St, Suite 100
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

RE: Kensington Livable Centers Initiative (LCl) 2025 Application - Letter of Support

Dear Ms. Lauren Blaszyk:

I am pleased to submit this letter of support for DeKalb County’s application for the Kensington Supplemental
Livable Centers Initiative (LCl) project.

MARTA is committed to partnering with federal, state, and local governments to improve connectivity at our
stations. We have actively participated in the LCI planning process with DeKalb County and are eager to continue
building on this foundation. This proposed project offers a unique opportunity for Kensington to transform into
a vibrant community hub guided by a shared vision developed through extensive collaboration.

As the second-to-last station on MARTA’s eastbound route, Kensington serves as a key regional connector,
offering opportunities to integrate transit with the region’s parks and trails network. The proposed project will
enhance access and mobility within the Kensington LCI Study Area, which includes MARTA-owned property at
the Kensington Station and DeKalb County-owned land to the east.

MARTA fully supports DeKalb County’s application for funding to update the Kensington LCI planning study. As a
key stakeholder, we look forward to collaborating on the master planning process to successfully implement the
LCI Plan’s vision.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

i Ty

Collie Greenwood
General Manager & CEO

METROPOLITAN ATLANTA RAPID TRANSIT AUTHORITY www.itsmarta.com
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February 15, 2025

Lauren Blaszyk

Program Manager, LCI
Atlanta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree St #100,
Atlanta, GA 30303

RE: Letter of Support for Kensington LCI Grant
Mountain Dr., Decatur, GA 30032
Kensington LCI

Dear Mrs. Blaszyk,

We are pleased to submit a letter of support for the DeKalb County Kensington LCI Grant

application for the Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) Program, funded by the Atlanta Regional

Commission. The grant will support the full update and implementation of the 2003 Kensington LCI study. DeKalb
County is committed to improving and enhancing its key corridors for more efficient transportation.

The Kensington LCI will encompass a rezoned planning area, new residential and commercial

development, and the expansion of affordable housing through the Housing Authority of DeKalb

County. The site is surrounded by four auto-oriented corridors—Kensington Road, Mountain Drive,Memorial Drive,
and Covington Highway—and is poised to support high-density, mixed-use development. This will help transform
Kensington Station into a vibrant destination and regional hub for DeKalb County.

StationSoccer at Kensington Station is a key stakeholder in the area and would significantly benefit from improved
pedestrian connectivity, enabling children to safely access outdoor recreational services. The overall goal of this plan
is to enhance livability, economic vitality, and connectivity, focusing on improving transportation options, promoting
mixed-use development, and enhancing community spaces. The Commission and Long Range Planning Division
believe this grant presents an excellent opportunity to advance Kensington Station as a Regional Activity Center, as
outlined in the County’s 2050 Unified Plan, and to improve access for residents throughout the County.

The purpose of this request is to secure funding for the selection and engagement of a consultant to conduct the
necessary studies. These studies will address key needs, such as improved pedestrian connectivity and ecological
zones, and guide redevelopment efforts. In line with DeKalb’s 2050 Unified Plan, we believe these studies will
enhance traffic and pedestrian circulation, safety, and connectivity across the County.

Executive Director - Soccer in the Streets
StationSoccer — Kensington Station

3350 Kensington Rd

Decatur, GA 30032




Q, +1.561.376.5536

B4 stephanie@stephaniebphotos.com
S TEPHANIE BROWN & wsencishooson

@ Atlanta, GA

February 25,2025
Lauren Blaszyk

Program Manager, LCI
Atlanta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree St #100,
Atlanta, GA 30303

RE: Letter of Support for Kensington LCI Grant
Mountain Dr., Decatur, GA 30032
Kensington LCI

Dear Mrs. Blaszyk,

I'am pleased to submit a letter of support for the DeKalb County Kensington LCI Grant application,
part of the Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) Program funded by the Atlanta Regional Commission.
This grant will help update the 2003 Kensington LCI study and provide recreation and a potential
creative space for local artists like myself and many others.

My name is Stephanie Brown, and I am both an interdisciplinary artist and an advocate for the arts,
particularly in DeKalb County. I frequently visit the greater Kensington LCT area, as I am a long time
tenant of a community artist studio work and co-working space just over a mile away in Avondale
Estates. I firmly believe that vibrant communities are built through accessible transit, innovation,
sustainability, and the support of artists who are sustained by the city and its patrons. DeKalb
County’s focus on Placemaking, Housing, and Green Infrastructure in the Kensington LCI
application offers hope and opportunity to many artists like myself who long to be seen and
supported by the county. The Kensington LCI project promises new residential and commercial
developments, along with expanded affordable housing. Affordable housing is crucial, as many
artists in the Kensington and metro Atlanta region struggle to sustain their craft without significant
sacrifice. This can change with supportive policy, visionary leadership, and intentional efforts to
drive equitable change. While Kensington may appear lacking through one lens, an artist sees endless
possibilities. I trust the leadership team of this project to do right by us artist and include us in their
work to ensure a bright future for artists living in this region.

I am excited that DeKalb County is addressing social determinants of health through this project, not
just for artists, but for all communities, while also highlighting the arts. A greater sense of belonging
emerges when art and cultural hubs reflect the community’s demographics. This is a step in the right
direction, and I fully support the Kensington LCI. I look forward to contributing to the shared vision
for the area and supporting the growth of both the arts and broader communities.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Brown
Stephanie Brown LLC
2838 Franklin St Studio #122,
Avondale Estates, GA 30002
( '—\) ) .---"—\:) .
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DEKALB
COUNTY
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

a place to grow

Darro C. Willey -
Administrative Center
3560 Kensington Road
Decatur, GA 30032

404.508.7190
Fax: 404.508 7185

dekalblibrary.org

Lauren Blaszyk
Program Manager, LCl
Atianta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree ST #100,
Atlanta, GA 30303

February 18, 2025

RE: Letter of Support for Kensington Station LCI Grant
Mountain Dr, Decatur, GA 30032
Kensington Station LC)

Dear Mrs. Blaszyk,

We are pleased to submit 3 letter of support for the DeXaib County Kensington
Livable Centers initiative (LCI) Grant application to the Livable Centers Initiative
Program, funded by the Atlanta Regional Commission. This grant will be used to
select an architectural firm to create a conceptual Master Plan Design, as
recommended in the current LCL. The study will cover approximately 870 acres in
unincorporated DeKalb County.

The selected site is surrounded by four auto-oriented corridors—Kensington Road,
Mountain Drive, Memorial Drive, and Covington Highway—and will support high-
density, mixed-use development aimed at transforming Kensington Station into a
vibrant regional destination. This area will serve as a vital connection for DeXalb
County residents to jobs, education, and community resources. The Covington
Library, an important stakeholder in the Kensington area, would benefit significantly
from improved pedestrian connectivity, enabling residents to safely access its
Services.

The goal of the plan is 10 enhance the area's livability, economic vitality, and
connectivity, with a focus on improving transportation options, promoting mixed-
use development, and enhancing community spaces. DeXalb County views this grant
as a valuable opportunity to advance the area as a Regional Activity Center, as
outlined in the County’s 2050 Unified Plan, and to improve access for residents

across the County.

In line with DeKalb's 2050 Unified Plan, we believe this work will improve traffic and
pedestrian circulation, safety, and averall connectivity throughout DeKalb County.
We are excited to continue building momentum in the Kensington area and further
advancing the goals of the Kensington LCIL

If you have any questions or need additional information, please don't hesitate 1o
contact my office at 404-508-7190.

Sincer \ '
son Weissinger

Director
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and stakeholders in the local and surrounding community; The
Committed Partners Kensington LCI development will catalyze long awaited
MARTA partnerships to fuel: healthy active lifestyles (transit, trails,
MARTA Arthound ® greenspace, recreation), economic development andjob
Decide DeKalb ® Robert Shaw growth, and a more affordable quality of life (housing). Hereis
Soccer in the Streets © Ei o a snapshot of our CBO list visually on the Kensington LCI map.
Covington Library Q
Stephanie Brown (Local Artist) o y ®
DeKalb County CEO - Lorraine Cochran © 0
Johnson
Commissioner Massiah, District 3
Commissioner:Chakira Johnson, District 4
Commissioner Johnson, District 5
Commissioner Terry, Super District 6
Commissioner Bolton, Super District 7
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Housing + Transportation as a part of Inco

HUD's Location Affordability Index
(LAI) measures housing and
transportation costs to assess an
area's true affordability. It reveals how
income, commuting, and car
dependence impact living expenses,
helping identify affordability
challenges. For development, LAI
informs transit-oriented planning,
affordable housing placement, and
infrastructure investments to ensure
equitable growth. In the Kensington
TOD area, it can guide policies that
reduce transportation costs, support
mixed-income housing, and enhance
walkability for a more inclusive
community.
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Low & Moderate

Density of Low (up to 50% AMI) and Moderate (50-80% AMI) Income Persons

Targeting low and moderate-
income groups in development _
ensures equitable growth, N HeCat,,,
prevents displacement, and hle
aiexpands access to housing and
opportunities. Inclusive
planning empowers
communities and fosters long-
term economic and social
sustainability.
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