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2424 Piedmont Rd. N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30324-3330
404-848-5000

February 25,2025

Lauren Blaszyk, AICP

Program Manager, Livable Centers lnitiative
Community Development
Atla nta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree ST NE, Suite L00

Atlanta, GA 30303

RE: Avondale Estates Livable Centers lnitiative (LCl) 2025 Application - Letter of Support

Dear Ms. Blaszyk

I am excited to fully support the City of Avondale Estates' 2025 Livable Centers lnitiative (LCl) grant application

for the Downtown Master Plan Update.

Avondale Estates has made significant strides in implementing or reimagining 37 of the 4l- recommendations

outlined in the 2014 Downtown Master Plan. The most notable of the accomplishments include the completion

of a town green, ongoing construction of the Complete Streets project on US 278 (E. College, N. Avondale,

Covington Hwy.), and the 2O2L adoption of a new zoning code that incorporates street standards and building

design criteria for the Central Business District (CBD).

The goals for the proposed Downtown Master Plan update focus on enhancing connections to the adjacent

Avondale and Kensington Transit Stations, including improvements to the US 278 bus corridor, expanding the
pedestrian and bicycle networks, advancing placemaking efforts, and increasing the variety of housing options.

These objectives are aligned with MARTA'S community development initiatives and will foster stronger ties to

the regional transit network.

Given Avondale Estates' proven ability to implement planning initiatives and the proposed improvements to

vital connections with MARTA, we wholeheartedly support the 2025 LCI grant application for the City of

Avondale Estates' Downtown Master Plan Update.

Regards,

tLL

Collie Greenwood
General Manager & CEO
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Avondale Arts Center 
84 N. Avondale Rd.,  
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February 17, 2025 
 
Lauren Blaszyk, AICP 
Program Manager, Livable Centers Initiative 
Community Development 
Atlanta Regional Commission 
229 Peachtree ST NE, Suite 100 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
 
Dear Ms. Blaszyk, 
 
I am writing today to express Avondale Arts Alliance’s full support for the City of Avondale Estates’ 2025 
Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) grant application for a City of Avondale Estates Downtown Master Plan Update. 
 
With the Avondale Arts Alliance as a dedicated partner, Avondale Estates has made significant progress 
implementing the 2014 Downtown Master Plan. Key achievements include providing a home base for the 
Avondale Arts Alliance at 84 N. Avondale Road, the completion of the adjacent town green, the ongoing 
construction of the Complete Streets project along US 278 (E. College, N. Avondale, Covington Hwy.), and the 
2021 adoption of a new zoning code. 
 
The proposed Downtown Master Plan update aims to expand pedestrian and bicycle networks, strengthen 
connections to the adjacent Avondale and Kensington Transit Stations, and enhance improvements to the US 
278 bus corridor. Additional priorities include advancing placemaking initiatives, diversifying housing options, 
and addressing storm water deficiencies with green infrastructure.  
 
These goals align with the Avondale Art Alliance’s mission to foster an artistic community, provide arts 
opportunities to those who live and work in our city, and overall grow a cohesive, vibrant, and well-connected 
downtown Avondale Estates arts district. The board of the Avondale Arts Alliance is ready to take a leading 
role by innovating placemaking, planning public art, hosting art-making workshops and events, as well as 
programming cultural events to involve under-represented groups in the LCI planning process. 
 
Given the City of Avondale Estates’ proven track record in successfully implementing planning initiatives with 
the Avondale Arts Alliance as a key partner in placemaking and public arts, we wholeheartedly support the 
2025 LCI grant application for the City of Avondale Estates’ Downtown Master Plan Update.  
 
Respectfully, 

Isadora Pennington 
President, Avondale Arts Alliance 
Director, Avondale Arts Center 
 

mailto:Info@avondaleartsalliance.com


 

 
February 14, 2025 
 
Lauren Blaszyk, AICP   
Program Manager, Livable Centers Initiative 
Community Development 
Atlanta Regional Commission  
229 Peachtree ST NE, Suite 100 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
 
Dear Ms. Blaszyk: 

As the Super District 6 Commissioner, which includes the City of Avondale, I am writing to express my full 
support for the City of Avondale Estates’ 2025 Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) grant application for a City of 
Avondale Estates Downtown Master Plan Update.  

With DeKalb County as a dedicated partner, Avondale Estates has made significant progress implementing 
the 2014 Downtown Master Plan.  Key achievements include the completion of a town green, the ongoing 
construction of the Complete Streets project along US 278 (E. College, N. Avondale, Covington Hwy.), and 
the 2021 adoption of a new zoning code with building and street design requirements.  

The proposed Downtown Master Plan update aims to expand pedestrian and bicycle networks, strengthen 
connections to the adjacent Avondale and Kensington Transit Stations, link to the Stone Mountain PATH 
trail, and enhance improvements to the US 278 bus corridor.  Additional priorities include advancing 
placemaking initiatives, diversifying housing options, and addressing storm water deficiencies with green 
infrastructure.  These goals align with DeKalb County’s ongoing efforts to foster a cohesive, vibrant, and 
well-connected downtown Avondale Estates.   

Given the City’s proven track record in successfully implementing planning initiatives with DeKalb County as 
a key partner, we wholeheartedly support the 2025 LCI grant application for the City of Avondale Estates’ 
Downtown Master Plan Update.  

Respectfully, 

 
Edward C. “Ted” Terry, Commissioner 
DeKalb County, Super District 6 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                   Ted Terry Commissioner DeKalb County Super District 6 

Manuel J. Maloof Center | 1300 Commerce Drive | Decatur, GA 30030 
Phone: (404) 371-4909 

Ecterry@dekalbcountyga.gov 
www.CommissionerTedTerry.com  

mailto:Ecterry@dekalbcountyga.gov
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February 19,  2025 

 

Lauren Blaszyk, AICP   

Program Manager, Livable Centers Initiative 

Community Development 

Atlanta Regional Commission  

229 Peachtree ST NE, Suite 100 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

 

Dear Ms. Blaszyk: 

 

I enthusiastically support the City of Avondale Estates’ 2025 Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) grant 

application for a City of Avondale Estates Downtown Master Plan Update.  

 

Avondale Estates has made significant progress implementing the 2014 Downtown Master Plan  

including the completion of a town green, the ongoing construction of the Complete Streets project 

along US 278 (E. College, N. Avondale, Covington Hwy.), and the 2021 adoption of a new zoning 

code with building and street design requirements.  

 

The proposed Downtown Master Plan update aims to expand pedestrian and bicycle networks, 

strengthen connections to the adjacent Avondale and Kensington Transit Stations, link to the Stone 

Mountain PATH trail, and enhance improvements to the US 278 bus corridor.  Additional priorities 

include advancing placemaking initiatives, diversifying housing options, and addressing storm 

water deficiencies with green infrastructure.  These goals align with DeKalb County’s ongoing 

efforts to foster a cohesive, vibrant, and well-connected downtown Avondale Estates.   

 

The City of Avondale has a proven track record in successfully implementing planning initiatives 

with DeKalb County as a key partner. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Chakira Johnson, PE 

Commissioner 

DeKalb County Board of Commissioners | District 4 

1300 Commerce Drive | 5th Floor | Decatur, GA 30030 

| Cell: 470.727.5229 |  

 

 



 

  

 
 
February 14, 2025 
  
 

Lauren Blaszyk, AICP   
Program Manager, Livable Centers Initiative 
Community Development 
Atlanta Regional Commission  
229 Peachtree ST NE, Suite 100 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
 
Dear Ms. Blaszyk: 

I am writing to express the City of Decatur’s full support for the 2025 Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) 
grant application for a City of Avondale Estates Downtown Master Plan Update.  

Our neighboring community, Avondale Estates, has made significant progress implementing their 
2014 Downtown Master Plan.  Key achievements include the completion of a town green, the ongoing 
construction of the Complete Streets project along US 278 (E. College, N. Avondale, Covington Hwy.), 
and the 2021 adoption of a new zoning code with building and street design requirements.  

The Avondale Estates proposed Downtown Master Plan update aims to expand pedestrian and bicycle 
networks, strengthen connections to the adjacent Avondale and Kensington Transit Stations, link to 
the Stone Mountain PATH trail, and enhance improvements to the US 278 bus corridor.  Additional 
priorities include advancing placemaking initiatives, diversifying housing options, and addressing 
storm water deficiencies with green infrastructure. 

These goals align with the City of Decatur’s ongoing efforts to connect with surrounding areas and 
foster a vibrant, multimodal, and well-connected broader community.  The Avondale MARTA Transit 
Station is located within the Decatur city limits adjacent to Avondale Estates and Decatur supports 
strengthening connections to this station. 

Given Avondale Estates’ proven track record in successfully implementing planning initiatives, with 
the City of Decatur as a supportive neighbor, we wholeheartedly support the 2025 LCI grant 
application for the City of Avondale Estates’ Downtown Master Plan Update. 

Respectfully, 

 

Andrea Arnold 
City Manager 
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