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February 27, 2025

Lauren Blaszyk, AICP

Atlanta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree St, Suite 100
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
Iblaszyk@atlantaregional.com

RE: Atlanta’s Ashby Station Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) 2025 Application - Letter of Support

Dear Mrs. Blaszyk,

The Martin Luther King Jr. Main Street supports the City of Atlanta’s application for the Ashby
Station Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) study. This plan will focus on the heart of Martin Luther
King Jr. Drive, with an emphasis on connections with the adjacent Ashby MARTA station,
culminating in a more walkable, active, and resilient commercial corridor.

For decades, the Ashby Station has connected the Historic Westside Atlanta neighborhoods to
the region’s transit system, and the adjacent neighborhood commercial district is an economic
and cultural center significantly contributing to the area’s identity. As this district evolves, the
Martin Luther King Jr. Main Street is a committed community partner and advocate for a more
cohesive and active neighborhood commercial district served by the Ashby station.

Historic Preservation provides a better way to appreciate the value of America’s historic places as
definers of our national character. It is accepted as a key component for a thriving livable
community that can support varied and rich experiences. Understanding how to retain historic
character and cultural diversity, should be embraced as a universal goal, and an outcome of this
effort.

This LCI study and its Action Plan will support priority projects for critical investments for
neighborhood and regional accessibility to Ashby MARTA station and position this historically
significant area for the future.

We proudly support the City of Atlanta’s 2025 application for the Ashby Station LCI study and
will be active participants in the planning effort. We are particularly excited to make our
storefront at 760 Martin Luther King as a place for the community to meet, exchange ideas, and
build relationships during the LCI planning process.

David Yoakley Mitchell

ATLANTA PRESERVATION CENTER 327 ST. PAUL AVENUE SE ATLANTA GA 30312-3129 www.PreserveAtlanta.com (O) 404-688-3353 (F) 404-688-3357

THE PURPOSE OF THE ATLANTA PRESERVATION CENTER IS TO PROMOTE THE PRESERVATION OF ATLANTA’S ARCHITECTURALLY, HISTORICALLY AND
CULTURALLY SIGNIFICANT BUILDINGS, NEIGHBORHOODS AND LANDSCAPES THROUGH EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY.
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February 26, 2025

Lauren Blaszyk, AICP
Atlanta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree St, Suite 100
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

RE: Atlanta’s Ashby Station Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) Application - Letter of Support
Dear Mrs. Blaszyk,

I am proud to support this application for the Ashby Station Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) study.
The project is strongly supported by elected officials and partners, and we have secured our local
funding match of $50,000. The study area includes a critical neighborhood commercial and transit
center and a place of identity for the adjacent Vine City, Washington Park, Ashview Heights, and
Atlanta University Center neighborhoods.

For several months, Atlanta’s Department of City Planning (DCP) has been coordinating this LCI
application with MLK Main Street, the city’s newest Main Street organization. Their support is
critical in engaging with the community and identifying priorities, and DCP Office of Housing and
Community Development continues to guide and provide support to the organization through the
broader Main Street program. Additionally, DCP Office of Design with our Historic Preservation,
Public Space, and Planning Studios will lead the LCI study’s project management, community
involvement, and technical work with consultants to complete the study’s scope.

Atlanta City Council has introduced the attached legislation to apply for this LCI study and
acknowledge the use of the secured matching funds. City Council will adopt the final legislation in
March, and DCP will immediately forward the certified copy to ARC.

This proposed LCI study is a fantastic opportunity to create a more vibrant and active district
surrounding the Ashby Station.

Regards,

Eﬂecusigned by:
9D212F1FOC04D3.

Jahnee R. Prince, AICP
Commissioner, Department of City Planning

-Attachment - Legislation to Apply (25-0O-1117, introduced February 25, 2025)
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Andre Dickens Solomon Caviness, IV
Mayor ATLDOT Commissioner

February 19, 2025
Lauren Blaszyk, AICP
Atlanta Regional Commission

229 Peachtree St, Suite 100
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

RE: Ashby Livable Centers Initiative (LCl) 2025 Application - Letter of Support
Dear Mrs. Blaszyk,

ATLDOT is pleased to support the Department of City Planning’s application for the Ashby Livable Centers
Initiative (LCI) Plan. We share the department’s stance that supporting public life around the Ashby
MARTA Station begins with the design of the station’s facilities and nearby streets, which should prioritize
the mobility and comfort of people: pedestrians, cyclists, and transit users.

In 2024, we released the Vision Zero Action Plan, our City's commitment to improving roadway safety and
ending traffic fatalities. This project has the capacity to support several nearby prioritized Vision Zero
initiatives, including the Community of Concern Vine City and two Safe Routes to Schools priority schools.
We make this commitment with corridors like Martin Luther King Jr. Drive and Joseph E. Lowery Boulevard
NW, both members of the High Injury Network, in mind. Properly designed, these streets have the great
potential to be an integral piece of a more safe, reliable, and efficient transportation network that will
serve Atlanta as it continues to grow.

We intend to be an active partner in this study. Our goal is that the planning process will help us
determine future capital projects, as well as support the implementation of existing projects, including the
J.E. Lowery Complete Street, for the safety of all people living and traveling near the Ashby MARTA Station
and nearby corridors. Further, this work will be done tangentially to our upcoming Comprehensive
Transportation Plan, kicking off in 2025 with community engagement slated to continue through 2026.
We will do this work in close coordination with the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) and
engage them as a partner in this process.

ATLDOT is a committed partner to this LCl. Should you have any questions or require additional
information, please contact me at bsmoot-madison@atlantaga.gov

Regards,

DocuSigned by:
Bz)c\-\a, Smest-Madiesn
tEsMoRMadison
Deputy Commissioner, ATLDOT

@ atldot.atlantaga.gov @ atldot@atlantaga.gov @) City of Atlanta Department of Transportation (ATLDOT) @@ @atldot
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February 26, 2025

Lauren Blaszyk, AICP

Atlanta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree St, Suite 100
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
Iblaszyk@atlantaregional.com

RE: Ashby Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) 2025 Application - Letter of Support
Dear Mrs. Blaszyk,

Atlanta’s Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) is pleased to support the Department of City Planning’s (DCP)
application for the Ashby Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) Plan. We are excited for the opportunity to reimagine the
relationship between the MARTA station and nearby public spaces, including Charles L. Harper Memorial Park.

In late-2021, the City of Atlanta adopted the Activate ATL Comprehensive Parks Plan, which lays the framework to
invest, connect, and grow Atlanta’s parks and recreation system and service. DPR is leading the work to implement
this plan through preparing community-based park concepts, park improvement plans, and park programs. A
critical goal in Activate ATL is to reimagine our public spaces to best meet the needs of the local community — the
Ashby LCI is in complete alignment with our work.

We intend to be an active partner in this study and work closely with DCP to reach community members. Through
this planning process, the public spaces near the Ashby MARTA station will better meet the needs and
opportunities of transit users and the surrounding community.

Atlanta DPR is a committed partner to this LCI. Should you have any questions or require additional information,
please contact me at jcutler@atlantaga.gov.

Regards,

DocuSigned by:

=<

863C1E44CADG4FT ...
Commissioner Justin Cutler
Atlanta Department of Parks and Recreation
jcutler@atlantaga.gov
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ATLANTA CITY COUNCIL

BYRON D. AMOS 55 TRINITY AVENUE, S.W.
COUNCILMEMBER DISTRICT 3 CITY HALL, SUITE 2900
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303
(404) 330-6046

February 22, 2025

Lauren Blaszyk, AICP

Atlanta Regional Commission

229 Peachtree St, Suite 100 Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mrs. Blaszyk,

As the Council Member representing District 3 on the Atlanta City Council, I am proud to support the
City of Atlanta’s application for the Ashby Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) study. The proposed study
area includes a critical neighborhood commercial and transit center and a place of identity for District
3 residents of Vine City and Washington Park and our District 4 neighbors in Ashview Heights and
Atlanta University Center.

I am a lifelong resident of Vine City, and have served in leadership positions with Neighborhood
Planning Unit L as well as the Vine City Civic Association, Inc. I consistently support sustainable
change in the community. I’ve led efforts to increase public greenspace, invest more than $10 million
for new housing in Vine City, and acquire greater than $2 million in public and private grants for
community development. Recently, I have directed a $20,000 grant with Park Pride to help refurbish
the nearby Charles L. Harper Memorial Park. This LCI study will effectively complement this existing
work and identify more opportunities that will continue to strengthen the civic, transit, and commercial
infrastructure of our community.

I support the City of Atlanta’s 2025 application for the Ashby LCI study and will participate as needed
in this planning effort.

Regards,

Byron D. Amos
Atlanta City Council
District 3
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February 25, 2025

Lauren Blaszyk, AICP

Atlanta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree St, Suite 100
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

RE: Ashby Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) 2025 Application - Letter of Support

Dear Ms. Lauren Blaszyk:

| strongly support the City of Atlanta’s application for the Ashby Livable Centers Initiative (LCl) Plan. Adjacent to
the Atlanta University Center and within a Federal Opportunity Zone, the proposed study area includes MARTA’s
Ashby Station. The station is well-served by several MARTA bus routes, which will be complemented by planned
investments around this public realm.

MARTA’s customers and communities greatly benefit from vibrant, walkable, accessible living spaces integrated
with transit. At MARTA, we’re supporting economic development around our stations by reimagining our local
bus service through our NextGen Bus Network Redesign, expanding the platform and Bankhead Station, adding
additional bus shelters, and advancing transit-oriented-development at Bankhead Station and H.E. Holmes
Station. This LCl complements MARTA’s efforts to support sustainable communities and increase ridership by
developing a master plan around this densely populated station area. Furthermore, the LCI provides an
opportunity to explore public art opportunities to capture the heart of the Martin Luther King Jr. corridor.

MARTA strongly supports the City of Atlanta’s application for the Ashby Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) Plan and
will participate as needed in this planning effort.

Regards,

e

Collie Greenwood
General Manager & CEO

METROPOLITAN ATLANTA RAPID TRANSIT AUTHORITY www.itsmarta.com
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February 27, 2025

Lauren Blaszyk, AICP

Atlanta Regional Commission
229 Peachtree St, Suite 100
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
Iblaszyk@atlantaregional.com

RE: Atlanta’s Ashby Station Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) 2025 Application - Letter of Support

Dear Mrs. Blaszyk,

The Martin Luther King Jr. Main Street supports the City of Atlanta’s application for the Ashby Station
Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) study. This plan will focus on the heart of Martin Luther King Jr. Drive,
with an emphasis on connections with the adjacent Ashby MARTA station, culminating in a more
walkable, active, and resilient commercial corridor.

For decades, the Ashby Station has connected the Historic Westside Atlanta neighborhoods to the
region’s transit system, and the adjacent neighborhood commercial district is an economic and
cultural center significantly contributing the area’s identity. As this district evolves, the Martin Luther
King Jr. Main Street is a committed community partner and advocate for a more cohesive and active
neighborhood commercial district served by the Ashby station.

This LCI study and its Action Plan will support priority projects for critical investments for
neighborhood and regional accessibility to Ashby MARTA station and position this historically
significant area for the future.

We proudly support the City of Atlanta’s 2025 application for the Ashby Station LCI study and will
be active participants in the planning effort. We are particularly excited to provide our storefront at
960 Martin Luther King as a place for the community to meet, exchange ideas, and build
relationships during the LCI planning process.

Regards,

Winston Taylor

Martin Luther King Jr. Main Street
960 Martin Luther King Drive
Atlanta, Georgia 30314
empoweratl2025@gmail.com
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