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2023 MTP Work Activities
Final Review and  Approva l Required : January 2024

Milestone
Joint ARC Board 
& TAQC Working 
Session First Read of MTP Update

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Policy Framework and Scenarios

Demographic Forecasts

Financial Forecasts

Alternative Futures

MTP Documentation Update and 
Engagement

Community/Stakeholder Engagement

Documentation, Projects, and 
Approvals

95%

2023

Milestone
Joint ARC Board 
& TAQC Meeting

Key ARC Board / TAQC Coordination Points Final Review & Approval: Jan. 2024 2



MTP 2024 Regiona l Forecast
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DRAFT ARC Re gion a l (21-Cou n t y) Fore ca s t s

Source: DRAFT ARC Series 17 Forecasts
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ARC's Series 17 Population and Employment Forecasts

Population Employment
As this chart shows, our latest forecast is for the 21-county region to add roughly 1.8 million new residents and 860,000 new jobs by 2050. As the 
next slide shows, the forecast population growth represents a slowdown when compared to growth expectations in prior series.



Key Planning Issues in the MTP:

The Federal Emphasis on Climate 
Change
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Over the past 800,000 years, CO2 (carbon dioxide) has ranged from around 180 ppm  
t o 280 ppm . Lower levels of CO2 correspond to colder and ice age periods

Source: NASA: https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/carbon-dioxide/

As of February 2023, the 
CO2 level is 419 ppm. 

Where does the historical CO2 data 
come from? The oldest readings come 
from ice core drillings in Antarctica -

but since 1950 data comes from 
atmospheric testing in Mauna Loa, HI. 
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https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/carbon-dioxide/


There is a correlation between CO2 levels, global temperatures and sea levels

Source: https://johnenglander.net/chart-of-420000-year-history-temperature-co2-sea-level/

Based on the historical 
relationships between 
CO2 and temperature, 

climate models are 
predicting significant 

temperature 
increases this century
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https://johnenglander.net/chart-of-420000-year-history-temperature-co2-sea-level/


What are climate models forecasting for the Atlanta region and the southeastern 
United States?

Source: https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/

The 
Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) is the 
definitive source of 

climate forecasts. The 
latest synthesis report 

– including climate 
modeling – was 

released in March 
2023
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https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/


Source: https://interactive-atlas.ipcc.ch/

1981-2010 modeled 2021-2040 forecast

Forecast Days Above 95ê F (35ê C): 2021-2040
IPCC “In te rm edia te  Scenario” assum ing CO2 em issions rem ain  a round  curren t leve ls globa lly un til 2050
and  reducing a fte r 2050 to  2100

By 2040, the  Atlan ta  
region  is forecast to  

have  a  64% in cre a se  in  
t h e  n u m b e r  o f d a ys  

t h a t  t h e  t e m p e ra t u re  
r e a ch e s  95ê, or 20 days 

annua lly

• Many othe r a reas of 
the  na tion  have  ve ry 
la rge  increases in  the  
num ber of days 
above  95ê by 2040:
o Centra l Texas: 63 days to  

84 days.
o Centra l Pla ins: 22 

days to  34 days
o California  Centra l 

Valley: 43 days to  
59 days
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https://interactive-atlas.ipcc.ch/


Source: https://interactive-atlas.ipcc.ch/

1981-2010 modeled

Forecast Days Above 95ê F (35ê C): 2041-2060
IPCC “In te rm edia te  Scenario” assum ing CO2 em issions rem ain  a round  curren t leve ls globa lly un til 2050
and  reduce  a fte r 2050 to  2100

By 2060, the  Atlan ta  
region  is forecast to  

have  a  96% in cre a se  in  
t h e  n u m b e r  o f d a ys  

t h a t  t h e  t e m p e ra t u re  
r e a ch e s  95ê, or 24 

days annua lly

• Many othe r a reas of 
the  na tion  have  ve ry 
la rge  increases in  the  
num ber of days 
above  95ê by 2060:
o Centra l Texas: 63 days to  

91 days.
o Centra l Pla ins: 22 

days to  40 days
o California  Centra l 

Valley: 43 days to  
65 days

2041-2060 forecast
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https://interactive-atlas.ipcc.ch/


Source: https://interactive-atlas.ipcc.ch/

1981-2010 modeled

Forecast Days Above 95ê F (35ê C): 2061-2100
IPCC “In te rm edia te  Scenario” assum ing CO2 em issions rem ain  a round  curren t leve ls globa lly un til 2050
and  reduce  a fte r 2050 to  2100

By 2100, the  Atlan ta  
region  is forecast to  

have  a  154% in cre a se  
in  t h e  n u m b e r  o f d a ys  
t h a t  t h e  t e m p e ra t u re  

r e a ch e s  95ê, or 31 days 
annua lly

• Many othe r a reas of 
the  na tion  have  ve ry 
la rge  increases in  the  
num ber of days 
above  95ê by 2040:
o Centra l Texas: 63 days to  

103 days.
o Centra l Pla ins: 22 

days to  49 days
o California  Centra l 

Valley: 43 days to  
74 days

2061-2100 forecast
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https://interactive-atlas.ipcc.ch/
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Temperature Impact of Net-Zero CO2

With a baseline at 2020 temperatures, these 
scenarios result are:

Red: Current emission rates continue along with 
addition of large-scale aerosol treatments to cool 
the planet.
• Temperatures rise rapidly of +0.5°C

Blue: Net-Zero CO2 emissions
• Equilibrium of temperatures of +0.05°C

Purple: Net-Zero for all GHGs + aerosol 
treatments
• Fall in temperatures of -0.20°C

Yellow: Net-Zero for all GHGs
• Fall in temperatures of -0.4°C

Source: IPCC Special Report on 1.5°C & Carbon Brief Explainer

https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/explainer-will-global-warming-stop-as-soon-as-net-zero-emissions-are-reached/
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Most Nations Have Now Com m itted to “Net Zero” 
Carbon Em issions by 2050 to 2070

The United States, Japan, 
and most of Europe have 
committed to “Net Zero” 
by 2050.  This Net Zero 
policy is reflected in law 
such as in the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL) 

and the Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA), as 
well as by Executive 

Order.
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The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Provides Substantial Tax 
Credits to Encourage Clean Manufacturing and Energy

The IRA has supported a 
manufacturing 

renaissance in Georgia 
through a focus on 

domestic manufacturing 
of “green” technologies 
such as electric vehicles 

and solar panels –
including their associated 

suppliers.



Growth  Trends
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Im pact of the  Pandem ic on  
Trave l in  the  Atlan ta
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2022 Transit Ridership is 54% below Pre-Pandem ic 
Levels
Heavy ra il and  com m ute r bus ride rsh ip  have  decreased  sign ifican tly.
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While  a  ride rsh ip  
recove ry occurred  in  

2022, the  ra te  of 
increase  was re la tive ly 
week considering tha t 
pandem ic re strictions 
a re  lifted .  The  la te st 

census su rvey ind ica te s 
tha t m ore  peop le  now 

work rem ote ly than  use  
transit

With  the  region  
expecting nearly 2 

m illion  m ore  peop le  by 
2050, a  strong transit 
system  is critica l for 
m obility – includ ing 

m anaging congestion  
and  reducing GHG 

em issions.Source: ATL Authority



Significant Congestion Bottlenecks Have Returned to the Interstate 
System  and Exceed Pre-Pandem ic Levels Along I-20 West and I-75 South
Congested Interstates Segments with Average Daily Delays of 3 Hours...or more
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The Last Year
3/31/2022 - 4/1/2023

Pre-Pandemic
3/1/2019 - 2/29/2020

During the COVID-19 
pandemic, none of the 

interstate corridors 
averaged over three 

hours of daily delay for 
an entire year: 

3/1/2020 to 2/28/2021

Source: Source: Source: RITIS Speed and Congestion Data



Coord ina tion  with  Othe r Plann ing 
Stud ies
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ONE great REGION Planning Tim eline
Anticipa ted next steps and associa ted tim ing estim ates for proactive policy maker involvement and im plem enta tion in 2023-2025

2023

Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan 

(UPDATE)
JAN 2024

Georgia  Carbon 
Reduction  Plan

NOV 2023

ARC Regional 
Electrifica tion 

Plan
APR 2024
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2024 2025

Priority
Clim ate

Action Plan 
(EPA)

MAR 2024

Com prehensive
Clim ate

Action Plan 
(EPA)

JULY 2025

Regional Clean 
Energy Plan

(DOE)
MAR 2025

ARC Regional 
Fre ight Plan
SEPT 2024

ARC Hum an 
Services 

Transporta tion 
Plan

DEC 2024

ONE great REGION MAJOR PLAN UPDATE (incorpora ting plans)
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN AND DCA PLAN

FINAL 
APPROVALS
OCT 2025

ARC Metropolitan  
Energy Planning 

Organiza tion  
(DOE) 

JAN 2024

ARC-ATL Regional 
Transit-Oriented 

Developm ent (TOD) 
Plan

FEB 2025

Unified Growth Policy Map / Growth Vision
MAJOR UPDATE

FEB 2025

20 23 20 24 20 25
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

PROTECT 
Resilience  

Im provem ent 
Plan

(USDOT)
OCT 2025
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