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Background

• Now in Eighth Year (2013 incept)
• Inspired by a LINK Trip
• Goal: Assess Perceptions and Attitudes  
• Stable core of questions with relevant 

timely  topics and critical crosstabs
• Mixed-Mode This Year, Cost Savings
• Zeroes in on the Pandemic
• Community Foundation 2020 Sponsor



2020 Highlights

• COVID-19 Impacted Our World, Greatly
– A Major Impact on 2 of 3 of Us

• It Changed How We Assessed Our Biggest Problem/ Challenges
– Public Health to 1st

– Crime at second, though down (in share) from last year
– The Economy, up from 7% in 2019 to 15% this year 
– Race Relations to 4th, up from 4% last year to 12%
– Transportation falls to 5th place (from the top)    

• It Changed Our Employment/ Economic Stability and Health Situation(s)
– Almost all pre-pandemic workers had COVID-19 disintegrate, or greatly alter, their work life
– More financial stress in dealing with the basics and emergencies
– Concern with health (obviously) increased, and delay in health care pervasive 

• It Laid Bare Inequities in our Society
– We DO perceive discrimination...some more than others
– EVERYONE needs education about the extent of the gaps
– We perceive, to some degree and in some groups, a need for differential police response 

• …But We Still Have Hope for the Future
– A slight increase in those seeing things as getting better in the next 3-4 years 



Extent of COVID Impact: 2020
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Know Anyone That Has/ Had COVID-19?: 2020
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The Biggest Problem?: The Change from 2019 to 2020 
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The Biggest Problem?: 2020 by Age Group



The Biggest Problem?: 2020 by Race/ Ethnicity
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Pre-Pandemic Employed Experiencing Layoffs or Terminations…
By Area: 2020
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Pre-Pandemic Employed Allowed to Work from Home…
By Area: 2020
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Pre-Pandemic Employed “Changes in Pandemic” by Race: 2020
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Confidence in Ability to Pay Mortgage or Rent…By Race/ Ethnicity: 2020
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Confidence in Ability to Pay Mortgage or Rent…By Age Group: 2020
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Received Food from a Food Bank Since March:
By Race/ Ethnicity, 2020
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Received Food from a Food Bank Since March:
By Age Group, 2020
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Looking Back at the Looking Ahead Question 
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Looking Ahead (By Race)…2020 
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Many Other Questions…
are in the 2020 Survey
Many Other Questions…
are in the 2020 Survey

• COVID-19
– Other Employment Impacts
– Area of Life Most Impacted by Pandemic?
– Chose to or Forced to Delay Medical Care?
– Dealing with a $400 Financial Emergency
– Frequency of Wearing a Mask 

• Race Relations 
– Discrimination Against Blacks (assess extent)
– Ratio of Black to White Wealth
– How Should Police Respond (to Various Calls)? 

• To Explore all these (and more)…



https://atlantaregional.org/plans-reports/metro-atlanta-speaks-survey-report/



Tableau Dashboard

https://33n.atlantaregional.com/mas




