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Metro Atlanta Student Diversity Is
Growing
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L4L’s Theory of Action
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FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2020 AJC.com

e The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution

Credible. Compelling. Complete.
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Complete weather: 810

AJCTOP STORY: CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK

CLOSING DOWN

Schools, Legislature halt work over virus fear

LEGISLATURE

Lawmakers
suspending
'20 session
temporarily

ByMayaT. Prabhu
nava.prachu@aic.com
and James Salzer

salzer@aic.com

Georgia legislative leaders
took the unprecedented step
Thursday of calling a tempo-
rary halt to the 2020 legisla
tive session amid the growing
coronavirus pandemic.

For the lawmakers, staff-
ers and lobbyists who liveina
politically charged, back-slap
ping, hand-shaking Capitol
bubble three months at the
beginning of each year, it was
a reality check.

Speaker of the House David Ralston huddles with representatives Thursday afternoon at the
Georgia State Capitol just before announcmg (hat the Legnslature would suspend the session
today because of the coronavirus. Y IEN@BENGRA v

EDUCATION

Campuses
may be
shuttered
for weeks

By Maureen Downey,
Ty Tagamiand
Marlon A.Walker

Georgia's public colleges
and many of the state’s larg
est school districts announced
one after the other Thursday
they would be shutting down
campuses for a couple weeks
or more, and where possi
ble moving online, after the
coronavirus claimed its first
life here.

They acted after Gov. Brian
Kemp held a news conference
issuing a call to action to do
so if they thought it was nec




Focusing on COVID Best Practices

Since March 12, 2020: Sharing Best Practices
CAN Meetings: 11 o
Total Attendance: 500 e

Increase Year over Year: 50% Eem———

Problems of Practice Explored:
* Trauma-informed care
« FAFSA completion

« Supporting postsec enrollment
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Academic Impact of COVID-19
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) MORE OF TODAY’S TOP NEWS: CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK

EDUCATION

Study: Local students fell
behind during pandemic

Key Findings
« 3'd grade reading proficiency ¢ More than 21,000 fewer
drops 3.5% students in ELA are on

grade-level
« 8" grade math proficiency
drops 4.8%
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Measuring Literacy Learning Loss
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«J_, neighborhood

Democratizing Data 7% Nexus

jtate of Education in Metro Atlanta 2020

Kindergarten Readiness School Achievement Data School Growth Over Time
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Amplifying Bright Spots

g/o m Read Right from the Start
ontheCOX Campus

Vision To Learn

Focus on the Future

L 41 connected VTL to the LAL built an innovative partnership
Gwinnett and Cobb Library with literacy leaders to train
system to redistribute glasses teachers virtually
COUNTYWIDE M COBB
arietta c
Eye exams wietta SR
9
glasses free oo -
to kids, countywine I pusuic '

Five library bran Free children’s ?ye te.StS
screeningsin Juh and glasses at libraries

The Vision To l.earn mobile
clinic will visit Cobb public
libraries on 13 days during June
and July.
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Fundamental Challenge of Reopening

Keep staff /
students safe

AND
Keep students

learning




Some Emerging Themes

* No one size fits all solutions
* As data changes, so do plans
 Patience Is required

* This will not be cheap
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Next Steps: Stay Engaged with
Learn4Life

» Follow us Social Media: @L4LMetroAtlanta and
L4L MetroAtlanta.org

» Support parents with young kids by providing
flexible work arrangements

» Commit to programs and policies that support
equitable public education
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http://www.l4lmetroatlanta.org/

