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Purpose of 
DRI Program

• Identify developments that may have impacts 
outside host local jurisdictions

• Improve coordination among 
local governments and agencies 
on growth, development and transportation

• Assess potential impacts of developments 
early on



What is GRTA’s role?

• Georgia Regional Transportation 
Authority

• State-level authority to address 
mobility and air quality in metro 
Atlanta

• Empowered by state to conduct its 
own DRI reviews and require 
conditions of approval to mitigate 
transportation impacts



What constitutes
a DRI?

• When project exceeds 
thresholds that vary by location 
in ARC regional plan

• Lower threshold for Rural Areas, 
higher for Core

• Can be large conventional 
developments or specific uses 
like quarries, cement plants, etc.



What triggers a DRI?

• DRI “triggered” by local action like rezoning, permits, etc.

• ARC determines whether it qualifies as DRI

• ARC determination begins separate but parallel/related GRTA 
review



DRI reviews 2020-2022

DRI type 2020 2021 2022 YTD % Change 20 (All) to 21 (All)

Industrial (sf) 21,366,423 13,720,989 2,829,440

Commercial (sf) 3,490,143 965,581 126,775

Multifamily (units) 5,933 8,390 1,308

Single-family (attached 
+ detached units) 2,665 3,753 16

DRI reviews 27 26
5 open, 

20+ 
pending



2022 Trends
• Continued warehouse/distribution development, especially in 

west and south metro but even inside Perimeter.

• Continued strong residential, both multi-family and single-
family (primarily attached).

• Significant number of data center projects.

• Continued demand for mixed-use projects, especially in-
town.



Highlighted Project:
Forge Atlanta DRI 3533

• South Downtown Atlanta 

• Huge mixed-use with multiple towers

• Direct link to Garnett MARTA

ARC Role:

• Coordination with City of Atlanta 

• Hybrid Vehicular and Multi-Modal 
Transportation Study

• Maximize TOD aspects



Highlighted Project:
North Dekalb Mall DRI 

3582 

• Redevelopment of vacant mall as a vibrant 
mixed-use center 

• Integration of higher density project with 
surrounding lower density residential

ARC Role:

• Close coordination with DeKalb Co. 

• Applying concepts and strategies to multiple 
mall redevelopment projects



Highlighted Project Type:
Logistics/Distribution 

Centers

• Very strong demand for more logistics space

• Challenge of fitting huge rectangular footprints 
with parking and loading space on irregular 
lots with streams

• Because of single-use harder to integrate with 
surrounding uses/infrastructure

• Truck traffic a concern to nearby residents

• ARC Role:

• Coordination with counties and cities



ARC Process Updates
• Donald Shockey assumed DRI review

management
• Continued remote meetings
• Close coordination with interim and 

new permanent GRTA staff
• New plan review database interface 
• Planned 2022 

• ARC DRI rules update
• Updated report and form formats



ARC Process Updates
New Plan Review Database Interface



Questions?

Donald Shockey, Plan Review Manager

dshockey@atlantaregional.org

(470) 378-1531

https://atlantaregional.org/developments-of-regional-impact
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