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Update on Recent “Economic Development 101” Training



Create baseline 
understanding of 

economic development 
and its processes

Identify opportunities for 
integration of planning 

and economic 
development

Goals



Making Connections

Why Does 
Economic 
Development 
Matter to 
Planners?

Why Does 
Planning 

Matter To 
Economic 

Developers?

Land
Infrastructure

Resources
Capital Projects

Community Vision
Affordable Housing

Accessible Retail 
Workforce

Quality of Life



Speaker 
Christopher Pike, EDFP, CPM
Economic Development Director, City of South Fulton

Host and speaker
Lynn Patterson, Ph.D.
Principal, Three Points Planning

Speaker
Steve Foster
Community Development Manager, Georgia Power

Speaker
Rob LeBeau, AICP
Manager, Workforce Solutions, Atlanta Regional Commission 

Speaker 
Samir Abdullahi 
Deputy Director of Economic Development, Fulton County

SPEAKER
Shirlynn Fortson
Director of Economic Development, City of Brookhaven 

Speaker 
Geoff Koski
President, KB Advisory Group

SPEAKER 
Kevin Johns 
CEO, Future Economies LLC 

SPEAKERS



• Increasing the Tax Base

• Bringing Jobs to the Community

• Recruiting New Businesses

• Industrial Development

• Large Infrastructure Projects

Quantitative Wealth 
Creation

Economic 
Growth

Traditional definition 



Quantitative Qualitative Wealth 
Creation 

Inequality 
Reduction

Diverse 
Economic 
Growth

Resiliency 

Sustainable 
Resource Use 

and Production

Community 
Development

Modern/holistic definition



Results

• Over 130 participants
• Active discussion in polling, chat, Q&A
• Good feedback in post-activity survey







Find out more!

• Go to atlantaregional.org/cpa
• Look under “Past Courses” to view

recording and download presentations
• Email me: asmith@atlantaregional.org
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