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City of Atlanta

Leading the Way to Sustainability 
In 2015, the City of Atlanta achieved Gold level certification under the Atlanta Regional Commission’s Green 
Communities Program, a level higher than its Silver certification in 2013. The following measures have been 
implemented by the City of Atlanta to reduce its environmental impact and promote sustainability. These 
measures received points for certification. 

Green Building
 » Requires all new city-owned buildings greater than 5,000 square feet to be LEED certified.

 » Achieved LEED certification at nine municipal facilities: Atlanta Public Safety Headquarters, Atlanta 
Public Safety Headquarters Annex, Aircraft Rescue Fire Facility, Fire Station 7, Fire Station 11, Fire 
Station 13, Fire Station 18, Fire Station 28, and Utoy Creek Water Reclamation Center Administration 
and Laboratory. 

 » Requires local government building renovations to follow LEED guidelines.

 » Offers incentives for green building certifications such as density bonuses.

 » Encourages green building in affordable housing initiatives through the Home Investment Partnership 
Program and the Neighborhood Stabilization Program Green Standard. Additionally, through the Green 
Home Advantage Project, 6 multi-family, 48 single-family properties and 105 units were rehabbed.

Energy Efficiency
 » Adopted a performance contract for energy efficiency in government buildings. Atlanta became the 

first city in the southeast to pass a comprehensive Buildings Energy Efficiency Ordinance that requires 
energy and water benchmarking and audits for large commercial buildings, including the city’s facilities. 

 » Became an Energy Star partner in 1997 and developed an Energy Strategy for the Future that states 
the city’s fundamental commitment to protect the environment through the continuous improvement 
of its energy performance. 
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 » Adopted a lights out and power down policy requiring employees to turn off lights and all other 
equipment when leaving an area and all electrical and electronic devices when not in use. 

 » Installed Energy Star rated cool roofs at several facilities throughout the city. The Aircraft Rescue Fire 
Facility at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport has a 19,000 square foot cool roof. 
Signage inside the building educates visitors about cool roofs and their benefits. Eleven fire stations 
have had new cool roofs installed. 

 » Retrofitted the City Hall atrium and Atlanta Police Department Zone 1 Precinct to LED lighting fixtures.

Green Power
 

 » Produces green power at the R.M. Clayton Wastewater Treatment Plant. The plant previously flared 
excess methane gas produced by the anaerobic digesters—wasting a high-energy fuel. The plant is now 
equipped with a combustion engine that can convert waste biogas into nearly 13 million kWh of 
useful energy annually. The system also captures more than 39,000 million Btu of waste heat and uses 
it as process energy for the anaerobic digesters.

Water Efficiency
 » Adopted a performance contract for water efficiency in government buildings. Atlanta became the first 

city in the southeast to pass a comprehensive Buildings Energy Efficiency Ordinance that requires energy 
and water benchmarking and audits for large commercial buildings, including the city’s facilities.

 » Captures water at 37 public safety and fire station locations and uses it to irrigate onsite gardens. A 
cistern underneath Gordon White Park captures rain water that is used to maintain the park’s landscape. 

 » Completed an audit with the Georgia Environmental Protection Division and is in compliance with the 
Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District’s Water Supply and Water Conservation 
Management Plan, Wastewater Management Plan and Watershed Management Plan.

Trees & Greenspace
 » Adopted a No Net Loss of Trees Policy requiring that trees removed from public property must be 

replaced on an inch per caliper inch replacement basis. Construction of the Horse Riding Complex at 
Chastain Park involved significant tree loss. Over 100 trees were planted at the park to make up for 
the loss of trees during construction.

 » Adopted the Atlanta Project Greenspace Plan, which focuses on initiatives that will help grow, manage 
and build capacity for greenspace within the city. Since the plan’s adoption in 2009, the city has 
added nearly 479 acres of greenspace. 
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 » Installed a green roof on city hall that features more than 2,800 plants and 31 species. Educational 
flyers onsite inform visitors of the benefits of green roofs. 

 » Designated as a Tree City USA Community for the past 29 years. To maintain this designation, the City 
of Atlanta must have a Tree Commission, a community tree ordinance, a community forestry program 
with an annual budget of at least $2 per capita and an annual Arbor Day observance and proclamation.

 » Partners with Park Pride to provide 13 community gardens on City of Atlanta property. In addition, 
the  city recently hired an urban agriculture director  to support the creation of additional gardens. 

 » Provides the location and publicity assistance for the farmers markets at Piedmont Park and Grant Park.

Transportation & Air Quality
 » Offers commute options to staff that include a Telework Program Policy, reduced MARTA pass fees, 

active participation in the Georgia Commute Options Program and active Clean Air Campaign partnership.

 » Adopted a green fleet policy that seeks to green the City of Atlanta’s on-road vehicles and equipment 
year over year as vehicles are purchased or replaced as well as improve overall fleet efficiency. In 2015, 
the city began using 50 battery-electric and plug-in hybrid vehicles, one of the largest municipal fleets 
of EVs in the U.S. 

 » Adopted a no-idle policy to prevent city vehicles from idling over three minutes in general or one 
minute if adjacent to a school.

 » Installed three electric vehicle Level II charging stations to provide alternative fuel to the city’s fleet. 

 » Partners with Midtown Alliance on the city’s Midtown Traffic Operations Program (MTOP), a $3 
million program over three years to improve safety, access and mobility for all users through improvements 
to traffic signal operations in Midtown Atlanta. Overall, the project is estimated to save $9.7 million 
dollars annually based on reduced person-hours and fuel wasted in traffic. In addition, 72 intersections 
within the Atlanta Urban Redevelopment Area have been identified for synchronization.

 » Adopted bicycle and pedestrian friendly policies in the Connect Atlanta Plan with a goal to create 
sustainable travel modes through building and maintaining sidewalks and building a system of bicycle 
routes. Over the coming years, the City of Atlanta is poised to construct 34 miles of high-quality 
bicycle routes, paths and other facilities.

 » Achieved a Bronze level Walk Friendly Community certification in 2013.

 » Allows shared parking and sets maximum parking requirements in Special Public Interest and Quality 
of Life zoning districts.

 » Created the Metro Atlanta Plug-in Electric Vehicle Readiness Task Force (MAPEVRTF) in 2010 to build 
a comprehensive infrastructure for consumers who become EV owners in Atlanta. The city’s permitting 
process for electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE) has been streamlined to aid residents that want 
to install charging equipment.
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Recycling & Waste Reduction
 

 » Provides a recycling program at local government facilities for paper, aluminum cans, plastics and 
glass. Recycling bins for paper are located at employee desks and in copy rooms, and bins for other 
recycling are located at entrances, within departments and other common areas. On average, 25% of 
waste is currently diverted from the landfill at city facilities.

 » Offers curbside recycling to residents. Residential solid waste customers now have a 96-gallon 
recycling cart allowing for more recyclables to be collected. The citywide distribution of carts is a key 
component of the city’s sustainability plan, Power to Change, which has a long-term goal of achieving 
90 percent diversion of municipal waste by 2020.

 » Provides regularly scheduled drop-off events for electronics, fluorescent bulbs, cell phones and more. 
In 2012, nearly 214,000 pounds of electronic waste was diverted from the landfill at these events. 

 » Holds annual EcoDepot Household Hazardous Waste collection events to prevent items such as 
alkaline dry cell, ni-cad and lead acid batteries, aerosols, paints, pesticides, herbicides and automotive 
fluids from entering the landfill.

 » Offers curbside yard debris collection. The yard debris is pulverized and is available as mulch to residents 
free of charge. The remaining mulch is sent via rail to Alabama to be used as fuel for a paper mill.

Land Use
 

 » Located the BeltLine on remediated brownfields. It is estimated that over 1,100 acres of brownfields 
exist within the 6,500 acre BeltLine planning area. On the BeltLine Eastside Trail alone, over 1,700 
tons of contaminated soil were removed over 2.25 miles. The Historic Fourth Ward Park was 17 acres 
of industrial wasteland until it was converted into the functional and recreational greenspace that it is 
today. These projects are representative of the work that will be undertaken on the rest of the Atlanta 
BeltLine corridor. 

 » Located city departments in the nine-story building at 72 Marietta Street, a long vacant property 
previously owned by the Atlanta Journal Constitution (AJC). The AJC donated the property to the city 
in 2010. Three floors are currently occupied by the city’s Department of Watershed Management. Six 
floors are under renovation for re-use. 

 » Preserves historic properties via a Historic Preservation Ordinance that has been in place since 1989. 
This ordinance has protected over 70 properties and 18 districts. 

 » Encourages and incentivizes a variety of smart growth practices within several zoning districts and 
Livable Centers Initiative areas.

 » Identifies and educates developers of the city’s brownfields, greyfields and other areas of the city 
needing redevelopment. The locations have been made available in public meetings and in map 
format on the city’s website. Incentives have included the Brownfield Assessment Grant Application 
and various Tax Allocation Districts.
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Education
 

 » Prioritizes employee engagement on sustainability initiatives that are reinforced through many 
avenues, such as new employee orientation, training, intranet, signage and email blasts.

 » Informs residents of the city’s sustainability initiatives and ways they can make changes in their own 
lives through the Power to Change website at http://p2catl.com/. 

 » Adopted the Power to Change sustainability plan. The plan outlines 10 Sustainability Impact Areas 
that the city and community can mobilize around. In order to meet the Power to Change goals, the 
city has reached out to businesses and community members, with a goal of engaging 10,000 
sustainability ambassadors to help make Atlanta a top tier city for sustainability. 

Innovation
 

 » Updated its Post-Development Stormwater Management Ordinance to promote the use of Green 
Infrastructure on new and redevelopment projects. Green infrastructure uses natural hydrologic features 
to manage water and provide environmental and community benefits. The city has built a rain garden at 
Fire Station 16 in order to demonstrate one example of a green infrastructure practice.

 » Participates in the City Energy Project (CEP). CEP is a national initiative to create healthier and  
more prosperous American cities by improving the energy efficiency of buildings. Atlanta is one of ten 
cities participating.

 » Implementing the Atlanta BeltLine, a sustainable redevelopment project that will provide a network of 
public parks, multi-use trails and transit along a historic 22-mile railroad corridor circling downtown 
and connecting many neighborhoods directly to each other.

For more information on all the certified communities, visit the Certified Green Communities webpage at  
http://atlantaregional.com/greencommunities.


